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Benson Calls For Hurry-Up Action On Campaign Hind 



MEMBERS OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES: 
Comrades: We must have money to run this campaign. We do not 
need to go outside of the party for funds. We have, within the party, all 
the money we need — and more. An honest political pnrty cannot use much 
money in a campaign. If I had a million dollars at my disposal, I should 
not know how to spend it without great waste. But I should know how to 
spend $200,000. We have the machinery with which to expend such a sum 
and make every dollar of it count to the limit. You have the $200,000. You 
could put up a million dollars if it were wise to put it up. A million dollars 
would be only about $10 for each of you. 

In the name of humanity, let each of you rush those two dollars to the 
national office by the next mail. Let me urge you not to postpone this 
matter beyond the next pay day. Don't wait for your local to act — don't 
wait for anything. Act for yourself and act now. 



The iron that is now hot will not wait forever for us to strike it. We 
have been waiting four years for it to get hot. It is now sizzling. Let us 
smash it with every ounce of energy that we have in our bodies. Next 
winter, if we will* we may rest. Next winter, if we will, we may save. Next 
winter, if we will, we may decline to contribute to something. But let us 
not think of resting or saving now. OUR HOUR IS HERE. WE MUST 
NOT FAIL AND WE MUST NOT WAIT. EVEN TWO HUNDRED 
THOUSAND DOLLARS COULD NOT BE EXPENDED TO ADVANTAGE 
IF IT WERE NOT RECEIVEP UNTIL THE MIDDLE OF OCTOBER. 

I am going to do all I can, sparing myself in nothing, to make this 
campaign something that capitalists will talk about for years to come. 
Kirkpatrick is going to do the same. Everybody in the national office is 
going to do the same. This is because we are filled with energy and deter- 
mination. Every particle of energy and determination we have came to us 
from you. It is only because we have always known that the rank and file 



of the party is devotion itself to the cause of Socialism that we have any 
energy at all. Otherwise, we should be discouraged, because men cannot 
work alone. 

What a tremendous thing it would be if the National Office soon could 
announce to the country thru the press associations that within a twenty 
day period two hundred thousand dollars rolled into the Socialist campaign 

fund every dollar given by a poor man or a poor woman, for no selfish 

purpose whatever — for no purpose other than the promotion of the com- 
mon welfare! 

CAN YOU SPEND TWO DOLLARS IN ANY OTHER WAY THAT 
WILL BUY SO MUCH QUIET SATISFACTION— SO MUCH SELF- 
APPROVAL? 

STRIKE THE BLOW AND DO IT NOW! 
Yonkers, N. Y., July 13. ALLAN L. BENSON, 
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FOR YOUR HURRY-UP CONTRIBUTION! 

To The Campaign Manager, Socialist Party, 
803 West Madison Street, Chicago, 111. 

I enclose herewith $ which is my hurry-up 

contribution to the 1916 Campaign Fund. This is in response to 
the appeal issued by our National Executive Committee and our 
candidate for president, Allan L. Benson. 

Name * * 

Address • 

City State 
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iHIS campaign is not to turn 
upon domestic problems. For 
the first time in almost three- 
quarters of a century foreign quest- 
ions are to the fore. We have the 
word of Mr. Hughes himself for the 
statement that this is "a time of na- 
tional exigency" — "a critical period in 
our national history." What we need, 
"in this crisis," according to Mr. 
Hughes, is "a thoro-going American- 
ism, with firm protective up-building 
policies essential to our peace and 
security." 

Mr. Hughes will find the country 
in absolute agreement with him as 
to the national need of and desire for 
peace and security. He will find sever- 
al millions who will agree with him 
as to the methods that should be em- 
ployed to accomplish his purposes. 
Mr. Hughes is a man of great repu- 
tation. He did not make his reputa- 
tion in the successful management of 
our foreign affairs, but to the 
thoughtless — and most human beings 
are more or less thoughtless — repu- 
tation is reputation, however derived. 
Yet Mr. Hughes, as a man of great 
reputation, need not apologize for 
either his sentiments or his methods. 
Other men of even greater renown 
have said the same things. And foreign 
minister on earth would gladly sub 
scribe both to the sentiments and the 
methods of Mr. Hughes, and all of 
them, each in his own way, have done 
so. Sir Edward Grey long ago did so 
upon behalf of England. Dr. von 
Bethmann-Hollweg long ago did so 
upon behalf of Germany. The foreign 
ministers of France and Russia pro- 
claimed and enforced the same poli- 
cies in their respective countries, each 
firmly believing that he was, thereby, 
safeguarding the "peace and security" 
of his beloved country. 

• * * * 
THE ONLY other fact that is worth 
mentioning in this connection is that 
each of these nations is at war. It is 
painful to suggest that an eminent 
gentleman like Sir Fdward Grey or 
Dr. von Bethmann-Hoilweg can be 
wrong about anything, precisely as it 
is painful to suggest that Mr. Hughes 
may be wrong about the measures he 
suggests for our peace and security. 
But facts must, or at least should, be 
faced. Error cannot come from so 
eminent a source that it is entitled 
to respect. If the political and econ- 
omic ideas that Mr. Hughes is ad- 
vocating were entitled to respect, 
Europe would not be at war. If the 
Hughes policies brought war to 
Europe, why should they be offered 
as security for the peace of the 
United States? 

What are the Hughes policies? Are 
they Hughes policies at all? Do they 
differ a whit from any other policy of 
aggressive nationalism and aggres- 
sive capitalism? What is Mr. Hughes 
now saying that every foreign min- 
ister in Europe would not be proud to 
say and has not said, a thousand 
times ? 

Gentlemen whose delight it is to 
take off thei? hats to a reputation will 



of the capitalist, theory of surplus 
products. It is true that we can and 
do raise more wheat and cotton than 
our own people need. It is not true, 
however, that wheat and cotton rais- 
ers are well paid for their work. The 
southern negro is the man who actual- 
ly raises the cotton, and his only com- 
pensation is a miserable existence. 
White landlords and white speculators 
are the ones who really have some- 
thing to show for our tremendous 
production of cotton. Northern far- 
mers raise the wheat. The value of 
the service they are rendering to this 
country and to the world should make 
American wheat-raisers among the 
most prosperous men in the world. 
They are not even among the most 
prosperous men in their own country. 
The gentlemen who take the wheat 
after the farmer has threshed are 
the gentlemen who make the money 
out of it. They live well. 

The point toward which I am striv- 
ing is that if the affairs of this coun- 
try were managed in the interests of 
those who compose all but a fraction 
of its population, we should not look 
to foreign markets as a solution even 
of the wheat and cotton problems. 
Granted that we can and do produce 
more wheat and cotton than we need. 
If foreigners desire to buy American 
wheat and cotton and American far- 
mers desire to raise these commodi- 
ties for them, there is no reason why 
exchanges should not proceed. But in 
that event, the concern of government 
should be to take the business out of 
the hands of speculative, exploitive 
middlemen to the end that American 
producers shcul^eceivethe full valuer 
of their cotton and wheat. Nor should 
this government ever resort to force 
to hold our foreign cotton and wheat 
markets. Trade that is not voluntary 
is not trade but brigandage. It is this 
sort of trade that leads to war. If the 
I time should ever come when Egypt 
: can better meet the world's demand 

think no further. But if there be those | trade-rivalry? Was the German own- for cotton, or Russia can better meet 




Grab It- All says, "Take your choice, with or without whiskers, but 

leave the rent, interest and profit." 



dcod Men And Bad Politics 

By ALLAN L. BENSON, Socialist Candidate For President. 



who are more concerned with the | ing class hated in England when Ger 
truth and its recognition than they i r^anv'* evnort trade was small? Was 
are eager to accept without question j the English owning class hated in 
whatever respectable authority offers, ! Germany when English trade so over- 



then may we well consider in detail 
the policies by which Mr. Hughes 
hopes to preserve our national peace 
and promote our national security. 

We shall not find the heart of Mr. 
Hughes' foreign policy if we but note 
what he said in his telegram to the 
chairman of the Chicago convention 
about "preparedness" and "thoro- 
going Americanism." The heart of 
Mr. Hughes' foreign policy is con- 
tained in these words: "Particularly, 
should we seek the expansion of for- 
eign trade." These words must be 
considered the heart of Mr. Hughes' 
foreign policy, because they involve 
and imply everything else that must 
necessarily accompany such a pur- 
pose, including aggressive and per- 
sistent diplomacy, together with a 
navy powerful enough to back it up. 

* * * * 

WHY SHOULD any one object to 
the expansion of our foreign trade? 
The suggestion that we should seek 
to extend our trade seems innocent 
enough. Trade is popularly regarded 
as but another name for work, hence 
the more trade the more work. But 
the facts of life under capitalist rule 
do not seem quite to fit this simple 
theory. Capitalist trade is more than 
work — more than a mere exchange of 
commodities. Capitalist trade is war 
— commercial war. Capitalist trade is 
not a simple exchange of commodities 
for the convenience of producers. 
Capitalist trade in its essence is the 
disposal of loot by the looters. The 
working class work and are despoiled. 
The owning class take the entire pro- 
duct for as small a sum as the work- 
ers can be made to accept in the form 
of wages. The workers, of course, 
cannot buy back their product with 
a sum that represents but a part of 
its value. The capitalist, therefore, 
must use his profits, either to develop 
new domestic industries, or seek to 
sell his loot in foreign lands. 

This is so simple and so abundantly 
and blazingly fortified with facts 
that the mere statement of it should 
be sufficient to bring recognition of 
its truth. Who is so childish that he 
believes the war in Europe was 
caused by the assassination of the 
heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne? 
Who does not know that the European 
war is a trade-war? Who does not 
know that the intense hatred that the 
owning classes of Germany and Eng- 
land nave for each other is but the 
expression of the intensity of their 
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towered German trade that no rivalry 
could be said to exist between them? 
Was it not when German foreign 
trade so swiftly crept up on British 
exports that Britain seemed likely 
soon to lose her ascendancy — was it 
not then that the fires of mutual 
hatred became white-hot? 

It is easy enough to say that this 
is mere Socialism, to dismiss the sub- 
ject from your mind, and to stop 
thinking. 'It is the Socialist view of 
foreign trade. That makes it neither 
good nor bad. It is made good or bad 
by its truth or falsity. Is it true? 
Point out the error! In what respect 
does it not fit the facts? Is there a 
war in Europe or is there not? If 
there is a war in Europe is it a war i 
between owning classes for trade ad- 1 
vantages or is it a war between j 
peoples who started it in spite of their 
rulers and continue it tho the rulers 
would have peace? 

» * » • 

THE WHOLE capitalist theory of 
foreign trade is so false that it can- 
not withstand even casual examina- 
tion. According to capitalist theory, 
each nation that is engaged in for- 
eign trade is exporting its "surplus." 
What do these gentlemen mean by 
"surplus"? Do they mean goods and 
commodities in excess of the amount 
required at home? That is what they 
seem to mean when they discuss the 
subject in the newspapers. Yet in its 
essence this meaning is utterly at 
variance with the facts. 

When did the United States ever 
have a surplus of meat? Why is meat 
now so high in the United States? Is 
it not because Mr. Armour and his 
friends are shipping so much meat 
abroad ? Why do these gentlemen ship 
so much meat abroad? Have they 
anything against the people of the 
United States? Have they any other 
reason than the fact that at the pre- 
sent price of meat, the American 
people are unable to buy all of the 
meat that Mr. Armour and his friends 
have to sell? Does not the matter all 
hark back to the fact that the work- 
ing class of the United States cannot 
buy back with its wages all the meat, 
all the woolen goods, or all of any- 
thing else that it makes? It must 
hark back to this fact. 

There is no other conceivable 
reason. The great mass of the Amer- 
ican people have not enpugh food, 
enough clothing, enough furniture or 
enough -leisure, yet America is a 
heavy exporter of leisure. Whenever 
we export goods, the foreigner sends 
us work and we send him leisure. The 
trade-balance in our favor is the 
measure of the work he sends to us. 
The trade-balance against him is the 
measure of the leisure we export to 
him. 

IT MAY be said that our wheat and 
cotton exports may be cited as proofs 



the world's demand for wheat, we 
should diminish our own production to 
meet our domestic requirements, 
rather than go to war. We do not per- 
mit John Wanamaker to go to war 
every time he loses a customer. If 
too many stores spring up, those for 
which there is no use are permitted 
to disappear. 



THE CAPITALIST group of each 
nation are like store-keepers, in the 
sense that they have goods of which 
they wish to dispose. Why should we 
fight to hold their foreign customers ? 
What we are seeking is a living. The 
country is big enough to hold all of 
us — and then some. In order to live 
well, it is not necessary to produce a 
surplus of anything. All we need is a 
sufficiency of everything. After we 
have produced enough wheat and cot- 
ton to satisfy our own requirements, 
we should not suffer if we produced 
no more. If there were no foreign 
demand for wheat and cotton, Amer- 
ican producers might well limit their 
production. That would free a great 
many farm-laborers who would be 
compelled to seek employment in 
manufacturing industries. In the pre- 
sent state of affairs, with a few own- 
ers controlling industry for their own 
profit, an influx of agricultural work- 
ers would reduce wages and increase 
the army of the unemployed. But if 
industry were controlled by the people 
thru the government, the only result 
would be to shorten hours. The 
problem would take this form: 

To satisfy our needs, we must pro- 
duce a certain amount of food and a 
certain amount of goods. More men 
have been engaged in producing food 
than are required so they have come 
to the cities to help make goods. Too 
many manufactured goods would also 
be produced if this great force were 
to work eight hours a day. We can 
produce all of the goods that all of 
us want by working, say six hours a 
day — so six hours shall constitute a 
day's work. 

Is it not absurd that a country that 
is over-worked and, to an alarming 
extent, underfed, should be gravely 
told by gentlemen like President Wil- 
son and Mr. Hughes that we must try 
to get more work from abroad and, if 
necessary, give up our lives to enable 
our capitalist exploiters to strip the 
country of everything our meager 
wages cannot buy and dispose of it 
abroad ? 

When we produce more than we can 
buy there is never a suggestion that 
perhaps we are working too hard and 
that it might be well to cut an hour 
or two from the work-day. 

* * * * 

WHEN THE prices of commodities 
are more than we can pay there is 
never a suggestion that perhaps it 
might be well to cease exporting the 
meat and the woolen goods that we 
iiave produced in abundance, yet can 
hardly get. 

Nt» such suggestion is ever found 
ira the Republican or the Democratic 
platform. As to such: matters, Mr. 



Hughes is no more nearly silent than 
is—President Wilson. Each of these 
gentlemen stands for the principle of 
the private ownership of industry, 
and whoever stands for that principle 
must stand for everything else that 
it involves. 

He must stand for wages for the 
industrial worker and prices for the 
farmer that represent only the cost 
of a meager living, and the poverty, 
ignorance and hardship that accom- 
pany such wages and prices. 

He must stand for a foreign policy 
that will enable the American owning 
class to dispose of its loot abroad, 
even at the cost of war. 

Any one and every one who believes 
in the principle of the private owner- 
ship of industry must accept the evils 
that go with it. 

To say that it would be difficult to 
socialize industry is to say nothing. 
In the first place, the only difficulty 
about it is to convince a sufficient 
number of persons of its possibility 
and feasibility. In the next place, if 
there were great difficulties in the 
way of the socialization of industry, 
still the fact would stand that, so 
long as private ownership is tolerated, 
its evils, poverty and war must be 
accepted. Furthermore, all of the 
great nations of Europe, pushed by 
the necessity of war, have gone far 
-toward the socialization of their in- 
dustries. They have done in two years 
things that before the war they said 
could not be done at all. 

Whenever the people of the United 
States want to get rid of private 
ownership, they have but to elect a 
Socialist "administration at "Washing- 
ton! And with the government of the 
United States tremendously interest- 
ed in domestic consumption, and not 
at all interested in forcing trade at 
the mouth of the cannon, the greatest 
cause of war will have been removed. 

While Mr. Hughes is upon the sub- 
ject of the "peace and security" of 
the United States it is interesting to 
observe the ease with which he closes 
his eyes to the dangers inherent in 
the Monroe Doctrine and American 
possession of the Philippines. Hardly 
a week passes that some Republican 
or Democratic statesman does not ex- 
press the opinion that our next war 
will be to sustain the Monroe Doc- 
trine. Its dangers are apparent. We 
declare that no European nation shall 
increase its territorial holdings in the 
Western Hemisphere. When the 
doctrine was proclaimed, its only pur 



pose was to safeguard ' the peace of i enslave the public brain. 



Yes, Debs Is Going To Congress 

By WALTER J. MILLARD. 1 

YES, DEBS is going to Congress. How do I know? Because Debs him- 
self is working to make his own campaign a success. For three hot 
perspiring hours I watched him plan with the Fif^h District Committee, 
the details of the campaign. What the details of that campaign are to be 
does not matter at this time, but the thing that does matter is that Gene 
Debs believes he can be elected if the comrades in the country generally Wi" 
give him their moral and financial support. 

It was a magnificent sight to see the old warrior, divested of even hW 
collar, surrounded by the men selected by the locals of the district to super- 
vise the campaign. As he would spread out his hands in his characteristic 
way he seemed to reach almost from side to side of the little room. Then 
he would strain forward to get every word of suggestion, from a farmer 
comrade who would tell what he thought best to do to reach his fellow 
f £i Fitters. 

Every member of the Committee was present and not the least inter- 
esting item in view of the war was that one of the men from Clinton was an 
Englishman who spoke with a quaint Lancashire accent and by his side sat 
a German comrade also from Clinton who because of his splendid physique 
was formerly a personal body-guard of the Kaiser. . 

To see these men sitting side by side deliberating with men who are 
the descendants of the pioneers of Indiana and in the center the keen face 
of 'Gene himself, made one feel that it was a meeting that represented the 
real spirit of the Socialist movement. 

The suggestion of Debs that the National Party be asked to send a re- 
presentative to work in co-operation with Comrade Noble C. Wilson was 
received with acclaim. This was not because they thought Comrade Wilson 
unequal to the task of managing the campaign, for it was abundantly evident 
that his splendid work in Terre Haute in the last two local campaigns has 
proved his capacity, but because as one committeeman expressed it Debs 
will be Congressman-at-Large from the United States and it is only fan- 
that the rest of the country should be actively represented m the campaign '. 

But to return to the first sentence, I must reiterate that Debs is bringing 
to bear the wealth of his organizing experience and ability on the situation 
and if the rest of the country will support him as loyally as his campaign 
manager and committee are doing, then it is all over but the shouting. 

IT WILL BE READY SOON ! 

NDICATIONS are that the-first bro adside from-ora president ^ 
^ candidate in the whirlwind ten-leaflet attack on capitalism will 
be ready very soon. It may be out in a few weeks— probably two 
weeks. This is sooner than we had expected and calls for hurry-up, 
action on the part of Socialists everywhere. # 

Our standard bearer, Allan L. Benson, is anxious to fire the 
first volley into the capitalist ranks ; to write the first of the ten 
leaflets, and he will let loose at the first opportunity that presents 
itself. You ought to be just as anxious to get your order for these 
leaflets into the national campaign headquarters. 

This first leaflet will doubtless be a stinging reply to what 
Hughes and Wilson will have to say when they are notified that 
they have been nominated for the presidency by the republican 
and democratic parties. Everyone knows that Hughes and Wilson 
have been nominated. But the republicans and democrats are to 
have a special ceremony soon to get Hughes and Wilson acquainted 
with this fact. At that time these two capitalist puppets are sup- 
posed to utter words of wisdom that will immediately capture and 



the United States. Every _ intelligent 
person now knows that it menaces 
our peace. 

m r. -r m 

FURTHERMORE, is it not nearly 
time that we should aoandon the idea 
that we are so much the superiors of 
Europeans and American government 
so much the superior of European 
government that we should not tol- 
erate any European encroachment 
upon the Western Hemisphere? At 
the moment Europe is disgracing it- 
self. But the present war will some 
day end, and it has been said again 
and again that when it ends, America 
will be the "old country" and Europe 
the new country. The people of 
Europe will hardly consent to go back 
to the old conditions of life. They will 
demand much as compensation for 
their sacrifices. Every ruling class 
that may stand in the way will be in 
great danger of the hot blasts oi 
revolution. 

Yet the capitalist class of America, 
keenly realizing the danger of the 
Monroe Doctrine, nevertheless de- 
mands its enforcement. Why? There 
is but one reason. American capital- 
ists would have the Western Hemi- 
sphere as their private trading pre- 
serve. They want Souths American 
trade. They do not fmu England a 
dangerous neighbor for us in Canada, 
but they shudder at the thought of j 
what might happen if France or Gel - ] 
many were in South America. And j 
while insisting that European nations ] 
shall stay out of South America, they j 
decline to permit the United States to j 
get out of Asia. It is all right for us • 
to hold the Philippines, tho Mr. Wil- ; 
son was elected upon a platform that] 
pledged his party to go honestly, 
about it to give them their indepen- 
dence, but it would be wrong for any 
European nation to do in America 
what we have done in Asia. 

If Mr. Hughes and Mr. Wilson are 
looking for foreign policies that will 
really tend toward conserving the 
peace and security of America, they 
would do well not to look at the Re- 
publican and the Democratic plat- 
forms. 

NOTE. — This article first ap- 
peared in the August issue of 
Pearson's Magazine and is re- 
published by permission. Pear- 
son's Magazine announces that in 
its September issue, our presi- 
dential candidate, Allan' L. Ben- 
son, will discuss the republican 
platform and its promises in the 
light of past performances. 



Benson's first broadside, his first campaign bombshell, which 
will create havoc and dismay in the ranks of the old parties, will 
be a reply to the capitalist wisdom emanating from the old party 
candidates. This broadside will be something to keep the working 
class mind alive to the real issues in the presideiital campaign. 

Five million of these leaflets is the smallest amount that 
ought to be distributed; we hope the number will EP&ch ten mil- 
lion Fifty million of the entire series of ten must be the minimum; 
one" hundred million of the ten leaflets is the goal we ought to 
reach in this campaign. They are sold at less than cost. We hope 
to make up the deficit with the contributions to the campaign tund. 

Every Socialist organization, every individual Socialist, every 
Socialist sympathizer in the nation can take part m this great 
work. Choose one of these three plans to help : 

FIRST PLAN:— Send in your order for the entire series at 
the rate of 50 cents a thousand; $5 for 1,000 each of the entire 
series of ten leaflets; 10,000 in all for $5. Or send m your order 
for part of the series. xi A i* 

SECOND PLAN :— If you can't distribute the leaflet yourself 
rush in your contribution to help send this leaflet to those unable 
to pay for them, but who have volunteered to help distribute them 
THIRD PLAN :— Volunteer in the great work of distributing 
these leaflets. BLANR BEL0W AND RETURN IT IMME- 
DIATELY TO THE NATIONAL OFFICE OF THE SOCIALIST 
PARTY, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Distribute Literature To Make 
Masses Think Before They Vote 

To The National Office, Socialist Party, 

803 West Madison Street, Chicago, 111. 

FIRST PLAN. 

Enclosed find $ to pay for of the 

BENSON CAMPAIGN BOMBSHELLS at the rate of 50 cents per 1,000 
as follows: of these leaflets each week for ten weeks. 

SECOND PLAN. 

Enclosed find $ as contribution to help send the 

BENSON CAMPAIGN BOMBSHELLS free to those who are unable to 
pay for them, but who have volunteered to help distribute them. 

THIRD PLAN. 

I hereby volunteer in the great work of distributing the FIFTY 
MILLION BENSON CAMPAIGN BOMBSHELLS. 1 agree to distribute 
of these leaflets each week for ten weeks. 



Name 

Address/ 

City State 



A «ekly, Cents per Year. 
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Story of Misery "On the Banks of the Wabash" 
Demands Election of 'Gene Debs to Congress 



AMERICAN fSWSOCIAU ST 



EDITORIAL NOTE: — Every city has Henry Dubbs who object to 
the truth being told about their home town. There are no doubt Henry 
Dubbs in Terre Haute and Taylorville, in the Fifth Indiana District, who 
will find fault with the accompanying word picture of extreme misery 
and human suffering as told by our staff writer, Max Sherover. The 
American Socialist would not publish this story if it didn't feel that 
Socialism offered a way out, if it didn't feel that the election of Debs 
would mean another big step toward the achievement of the better day 
and the wiping out of destitution for ever. This story is not an indict- 
ment of Terre Haute and Taylorville. It is an indictment of the capitalist 
system. Abolish the capitalist system and drive poverty and suffering 
from the banks of the Wabash, forevermore. You can get in touch with 
the Socialist campaign in the Fifth Indiana District by writing to 
Noble C. Wilson, Campaign Manager, 326 Rose Dispensary Bldg., 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

By MAX SHEROVER. 
Staff Writer The American Socialist. 

TERRE HAUTE. — I found Terre Haute nestling cozily on the banks of 
the Wabash River, famous in song and story. It is the picturesque 
scenery along parts of this river that inspired the Hoosier poets to sing 
about it and praise it. ,„,„,,,„, 

You remember the old sweet song "On the Banks of the Wabash" where 
homage is sung to nature, where the banks, the shrubs and the trees that 
line the river are lauded for their beauty and fragrance? 

Well, there is also an ugly side "on the banks of the Wabash" that the 
poets either did not see or else tactfully forgot. 

It is Taylorville — right on the banks of the beautiful Wabash, several 
squares of concentrated misery almost within view of the plute palaces in 

Terre Haute itself. ...... 

No city m America presents a 
greater contrast between the insane 
luxury of the rich and the abhorent, 
inhuman and nauseating conditions 
under which humans struggle to live 
in a section of this town. 

Taylorville's population stands out 
as the most horrible example of cap- 
italist mismanagement of society. No- 
where can you find recorded cases of 
such human degradation; instances 
of a more tragic superhuman struggle 
to cheat DEATH of its prey. No- 
where can you find creatures trying 
to exist in spite of such death-dealing 
conditions as are to be found in 
Taylorville. 

Animated Corpses Trying To Exist. 

Here I saw animated corpses of 
what were once active, intelligent 
mebers of our class. Capitalism has 
dealt them a merciless, cruel and 
never to be forgotten blow. These 
creatures are so debased, physically, 
intellectually and morally that an ef- 
fort to rehabilitate them is un- 
thinkable. 

They are not merely unemployed — 
they are UNEMPLOYABLE. With 
them their wakeful hours are but a 
futile game of the moth and the 
candle-flame. They are just flirting 
with life while death's flame is 
shooting out its treacherous tongues 
with a conscious inevitable certainty 
that its victims will be annihilated. 

You may think this word picture 
is exaggerated. You r>:ay not believe 
the story that the accompanying car- 
toon tells. But the truth of the mat- 
ter is that this picture understates 
the case. The cartoon portrays a girl 
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Here is all the week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers to busy J 
fighting for Socialism they do not have [ 
time to read the daily capitalist papers, j 

FRIDAY, JULY 14. 

British sweep German trenches on four mile 
front to north of Somme River; Teutons 
launch fierce attacks against Russians in 
Galicia; both Petrograd and Berlin claim 
successes; Italians blow up mountain top held 
by Austrians, burying enemy beneath it. 
SATURDAY, JULY 15. 

Italians claim big advance in Poslna Valley 
despite desperate resistance of Austrians. 

Will Orpet, Wisconsin university student, 
acquitted of charge of murdering sweetheart, 
Marion Lambert. 

U. S. Naval Collier Hector sunk in storm 
off South Carolina coast; crew saved. 

Prof. Elie Metchnikoff, famous bacteriolo- 
gist, dies in Paris. ' 

SUNDAY, JULY 1«. 

Russians capture Baiburt, strategic point in 
Caucasus, and sink 26 Turk sailing vessels 
<n Black Sea; Runsian successes force thake- 
in Austrian armies. Movement in Germany 
i .iiace von Hindenburg in supren • com- 
mand in cast. 

MONDAY, JULY 17. 

British government prepares list of Amer- 
ican business firms with which residents of 
United Kingdom are forbidden to trade. 

Increase in cost of news print paper may 
force increase in price of one cent papers. 
TUESDAY, JULY 18. 

Russians drive Germans beyond Lipa river, 
which is barrier to Kovel, important railway 
center. 

Reports show 100,000 militiamen now 
mobilized on Mexican border. 
Negro fanatic and wife killed by Chicago 

golice after slaying four during maniacal out- 
urst. 

Pres. Wilson forced to visit congress and 
urge passage of anti-child labor bill in effort 
to keep platform promises. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19. 

Campaign of oratory planned for Germany 
to check propaganda of annexationists. 

Child labor attacked at opening session of 
Wisconsin federation of labor. 

Cleveland tax assessors looking for balance 
sheet showing John D. Rockefeller worth one 
billion dollars. 

THURSDAY, JULY 80. 

Mexico asks for conference to peacefully 
settle difficulties with United States. 

Second phase of Anglo-French offensive on 
Western front is developing: Russians and 
Austrians engaged in great battle for passes 
in Hungary. 



HENRY DUBBS LIKE IT? 

We wish to call the attention of 
workers anxious to go to the border 
to shoot Mexicans to a paragraph 
that appeared under a San Francisco 
date line in The Fresno, Cal., Re- 
publican, as follows: 

"The Steamer Peruz, which arrived 
from lower coast ports, brought in a 
large number of additional Mexican 
strike breakers". 

The duty of these strike breakers 
is to take the places of striking 
longshoremen along the Pacific Coast. 
But why not extend this practice a 
little further. Send all American 
working men to the border and then 
import Mexicans to take their places 
at reduced wages. And when the 
American worker returns from the 
>.rmy and wants his job back, just 
how him the street. 

Great is the patriotism of the pro- 
.H takers and the Henry Dubbs stand 
for it. A few more jolts will wake 
them up, however, Mr. Capitalist, 
and then watch out, , For further 
developments keep your eye on the 
Socialist vote this fall. 



Many a man gets the desire to do 
the greatest number good and plenty 
under the present order, instead of 
the aim to do good to the greatest 
number. 




with a cheap dress, stockings and 
shoes. I saw tiny tots, boys and girls, 
men and women not in cheap, shabby 
worn clothes — I saw them in rags — 
with portions of their bodies satur- 
ated with filth showing thru; stock- 
ingless and shoeless. Round shoulder- 
ed, hollow-chested, with a yellowish- 
green color in their cheeks and, with 
lifeless eyes they stooped over, not 
cans, but piles and dumps of garbage 
and swill that dogs would run from. 

It was a fine sunny- morning when 
Comrade Noble C. Wilson, the Cam- 
paign Manager, accompanied me to 
Taylorville. With pencil, paper and 
a camera well loaded with films we 
started out, determined to get the 
facts and get photographs of the 
scenes that had been described to me 
in advance but which I could not be- 
lieve. 

, We crossed the bridge over "The 
Wabash" which divides Terre Haute 
and West Terre Haute. A couple of 
hundred feet to the south of the 
bridge Taylorville begins. Long be- 
fore you get half way across the 
bridge a birdseye view of Taylorville 
forces itself on you, and if you fail to 
look in that direction, your sensitive 
nose will inform you that you are 
approaching the edge cf. a social pit. 
Too Proud (?) To Be Photographed. 

No sooner did we make our entry 
into this bedlam of filth, poverty and 
misery than we saw heads of men, 
women and children peeking at us 
from behind and thru cracks in walls 
and weather-beaten lattices and 
shutters that were nailed and tied to- 
gether in a futile attempt to make 
them resemble shacks. We walked on 
a little ways when from all sides 



The Work Of The Hour 



SEND DEBS TO CONGRESS! 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 
803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 

Here is $ which is my contribution to help send 

Eugene V. Debs to congress from the Fifth Indiana Congressional 
District. I understand that for every $1 sent in, the Fifth Indiana 
Socialist Campaign Committee will be allowed to put seven voters 
on the subscription list of The American Socialist for fifteen weeks 
each and that 15 cents will be contributed Lo the Fifth Indiana Socialist 
Campaign Fund. 



NAME . . . 
ADDRESS 



CITY STATE 



WHAT THEY THINK ABOUT 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST 
DOWN IN TERRE HAUTE, IND. 



'Gene Debs' brother, Theodore, 
writes the editor of The American 
Socialist as follows: 
Dear Comrade Engdahl: 

I rejoice exceedingly in the re- 
port contained in your note this 
morning to the effect that so many 
voters have been enrolled in this 
district as readers of f The Amer- 
ican Socialist and that the number 
is increasing so rapidly. 

You are always kind in doing 
everything you can to serve us and 
we shall always be glad when we 
can help you and The American 
Socialist. 

The current issue of The Amer- 
ican Socialist enclosed by you is 
thoroly alive and bristles with the 
militant stuff that will arouse the 
people in the present campaign. 

Yours always, 
Theodore Debs. ('Gene's brother) 
* * * * 

LIKE SHEROVER'S ARTICLES. 
Dear Comrade Engdahl: 

We want to express our appre- 
ciation of the articles by Max 
Sherover on the campaign here 
that have already appeared in The 
American Socialist. They are per- 
haps the best articles that have so 
far appeared in any of the Socialist 
publications. They are to the point, 
full of truth and interest and in- 
deed a credit to Tha American So- 
cialist. I feel that we are goi^ to 
have a paper which is going to be 
far-reaching in, its effect on the 
voters of this district as well as 
the nation. I am now of the 
opinion that we should all boost 
for The American Socialist. I feel 
that we can rely on it. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Yours fraternally, 
Noble C. Wilson, Campaign Mgr., 
Fifth Indiana Congressional Dist. 

* * • m 

FROM INDIANA'S SECRETARY. 

I have just read Sherover's 
story, "Terre Haute Needs 'Gene 
Debs in Congress", and I must say 
that it just 3uits me. I believe that 
if such a plain story could be 
placed m the hands of every voter 
in the Fifth Indiana District, that 
it would do a wonderful amount of 
good toward the election of "Our 
'Gene". 

Yours in the Great Work, 
William H. Henry, State Secretary, 



shouts were hurled at us "No cameras 
used here!", "You don't belong here! 
"Jes try to take some pictures and 
we'll smash your damn camera in 
your face!" We walked on paying no 
attention to the jabber. The air was 
hot and stifling, and the slightest 
breeze raised clouds of dust. 

Comrade Wilson warned me: "You'd 
better not try to take any pictures, 
somebody is likely to take a shot at 
us." 

Thus we walked the full length 
and breadth of Taylorville. I saw 
what could hardly be called shacks, 
stacked up on piles of dirt and 
garbage on the river's bank. A board, 
a dry goods box, a cast away skele 
ton of an ancient river boat, an old 
shutter, a rag in place of a window 
— these make up the proletarian 
"homes" of Taylorville. In these 
hovels, some of them so low that you 
must crouch in order to get in, nar 
row and small, live families with 
from two Lo six and eight members 

They don't work — they cannot work 
— they exist by scavenging, by beg 
ging and principally by what they 
can pick from the offal of the tables 
of the city across the river. The 
Wabash River overflows its banks an- 
nually. Often these floods are power 
ful enough to tear down steel and 
concrete bridge pillars. The coming 
if the flood and its havoc wreaking 
results are a part of the routine in 
the lives of the inhabitants of Tay 
lorville. Necessity is the mother of 
foresight here. In anticipation of the 
floods their diminuition huts are so 
put together that the water will 
mevoly float them when it reaches 
thei^ level. 

Here the corrupt politicians that 
infest the district find a strong bul 
wark. Here, out of a population of 
about 400, which includes men, wom- 
en and children, a strayed goat and 
a few famished dogs, over 500 votes 
are being cast. 

* * * * 

High Rents Drive Miners Into River. 

And in adjacent places that are 
hardly more habitable than Taylor- 
ville land owners are charging fancy 
rents. Workers, particularly coal 
miners, finding themselves unable to 
pay the exhorbitant rents chose the 
only alternative — they live in house 
boats on the river. But even here they 
are harassed and owners of water 
front property refuse to permit them 
to tie up their boats. Thus they are 
kept moving from place to place but 
their rent problem is solved during 
the warm weather, at least. 

Only Socialism can wipe out this 
unjust and baneful contrast. Only 
thru the election of Eugene V. Debs 
to Congress can the people of this 
district make a beginning at house 
cleaning. Only thru an intelligent use 
of the ballot can the people do away 
with these foul abuses of capitalism. 
The remedy lies with the people. 
They are awakening. They will not 
tolerate the Plute street crowd nor 
its Taylorville slum by-product much 
longer. 

* * * * 

A Sight Of Plute Street. 
And now let us get back across the 



bridge again, and take a look down 
Plute street-^-Sixth street. Here is a 
street lined with carefully chosen 
shade trees; sidewalks and streets 
well paved; both sides of the street 
lined with mansions of marble, gra- 
nite, brown stone, concrete and fine 
wood-work. The residences are sur- 
rounded by large spacious lawns cov- 
ered with artistic landscape garden- 
ing. The mansions are beautiful and 
the latest in architecture. In the 
rear of these homes stand the garages 
that house several pars and here and 
there one <can see their numerous 
lackeys, butlers, cooks, valets — a vir- 
tual army df servants. 

The streets are quiet and the sight 
of a workingman on it is a rarity. 
Here the plutes who live and grow 
rich of the industry and labor of the 
toilers, retire to spend their idle 
moments when tired of dissipations 
indulged in at Newport, Palm Beach, 
Europe and other places of diversion. 

* * * * 

But in Terre Haute where the pro- 
ducers of wealth live there is hope, 
activity and determination. I said in 
my last article that the workers are 
organizing, that the unions are rapid- 
ly dispensing with the old creed of 
"a fair day's wage for a fair day's 
work" and are substituting therefor 
the slogan "to the worker all he pro- 
duces". 

The New Unionism. 

The old type of trade unionist 
whose chief diversion was political 
horse trading, who carried the labor 
vote in his vest pocket, ready to lay 
it down at the feet of any politician 
that would come across, is a thing 
of the past in Terre Haute's labor 
movement. Just the debris of that 
type is left. The Central Labor Union 
of Terre Haute is composed of a body 
of intelligent workingmen, who are 
not afraid to think, who are students 
of economics, who are Socialists. I 
interviewed a good number of labor 
union officials, some of them dele- 
gates to the C. L. U. and all those 
I talked to, with but one exception 
pledged their support to Debs. 

T. N. Taylor, President of the 
C. L. U. was the only labor man who 
told me that he would not support 
Debs. When pressed for a reason for 
his position, he said: 

"I am exceedingly sorry that Debs 
is a candidate. I'm afraid that Debs' 
candidacy will injure Congressman 
Moss' chances for re-election." 

When asked why such result should 
not be welcomed, he snuirmed about 
and said that he was afraid that 
Moss' defeat would mean the election 
of Sanders, the republican candidate. 

But when I pressed him for a bet- 
ter and stronger argument and when 
I finally demonstrated to him what 
he already knew but would not admit, 
that Sanders stood no chance at all — 
that the choice is really between 
Debs and Moss, he took refuge in the 
statement that he was "opposed to 
politics in the union". It was not till 
at the conclusion of the interview 
that I learned that Mr. Taylor is an 
active member of the Democratic 
party and that he was a candidate 
for the state legislature in the party 
primaries, ft then, became apparent 
to me why Mr. Taylor deplored Debs' 
candidacy. It was an admission of 
fear of defeat for the Democrats, a 
concession of victory for the Social- 
ists. It was this interview that con- 
firmed me in my conviction that we 
can beat the enemy if we wage the 
fight efficiently. 

Socialists Control Labor Body. 
The composition of the officials df 
the Central Labor Union will give the 
reader a fair indication of how it 
stands on the political issues that 
confront the workers. The political 
affiliations of the officers are given 
here: 

President — Democrat. 

Vice-President — Socialist. 

Recording Secretary — Socialist 

Financial Secretary — Democrat. 

Treasurer — Socialist. 

Out of seven delegates to their in- 
ternational convention recently chosen 
by Terre Haute Branch, No. 60, of 
the Glass Blowers' Union, six were 
Socialists. These delegates went to 
the convention determined to re- 
organize that body along more radi- 
cal lines, more adaptable to the newer 
conditions prevailing in that industry. 

* * * * 

Will You Help? 

The Socialists of the Fifth Indiana 
Congressional district have already 
succeeded in striking fear into the 
hearts of the old party politicians 
The republicans have lost faith in 
heir ability to do anything in the 
district and they nominated Sanders, 
the traction and railroad attorney 
more as a complimentary proposition 
than out of any hope of being able to 
elect him. The democrats are scared. 
The Socialists took them by surprise. 
The people are beginning to realize 
that their only hope lies in Socialism. 
And they are coming to us just as 
fast as our message can reach them. 

Remember, what I stated in my 
first article on this campaign. I 
stated that no one but the Socialists 
themselves could defeat Debs. This 
is true now. Only lack of support 
from the Socialists the country over 
can defeat the Socialists here. It 
takes money to run a campaign. Tt 
takes a great deal of money to run 
an educational campaign. Our meth- 
ods are different from old party 
methods and our purpose and aim are 
vastly different from theirs. We 
must send literature into the Fifth 
Indiana District in a systematic and 
judicious way. We must get the vot- 
ers to read our message and then we 
can leave the decision safely with 
them. If they don't read our message 
it will be our fault because we have 
not done our full duty to reach them. 

The comrades down here are on 
the job. They are working now. They 
will continue to work. But they want 
to know that they are not alone in 
this great fight. They want to work 
conscious of the fact that behind them 
stands an army of revolutionists 
ready for duty's call, ready to sup- 
port them to the limit. Can they rely 
on you? 



Meyer London Foroes Congress 
To Give Vote To Porto Rioans 

By LUCIEN SAINT. 
(Special Washington Correspondence.) 

WASHINGTON.— Thanks to the efforts of Socialist Rep. Meyer Lon- 
don, some 165,000 Porto Rican workers will retain possession of the 
vote for the next ten years. The Republican-Democratic combine which 
some weeks ago defeated London in the House have surrendered, and the 
Senate has been forced to amend the Porto Rican bill so as to restore the 
franchise to the wage earning class of the island dependency. 

When London made his violent protest in the House against the attempts 
of the two capitalist parties to strip all political power from the semi-slave 
class in Porto Rico, it was shown that these workers had conducted two 
great strikes on the sugar plantations in the past two years, that they 
had been shot, beaten, jailed and driven out of their own villages by the 
police till their strength had been broken. 

* * * * 

PORTO RICO AN INDUSTRIAL HELL. 
THE SUGAR planters feared that if they continued to be allowed to 
vote, they would take political reprisal for their cruelty. Workers on the 
plantations receive from 46 to 60 cents a day. Most .of them are underfed, 
and there are not schools enough for a quarter of the children. The United 
States Commission on Industrial Relations has described Porto Rico as an 
industrial hell. 

London is the hero of the hour in the native press. In the report of the 
Senate committee surrendering to London occurs this statement: 

* * * * 

SENATE SURRENDERS. 

"It has been represented to your committee that the provisions of the 
bill imposing a literacy test or property qualification as a condition of the 
exercise of suffrage would disfranchise a large number of the residents of 
Porto Rico who have heretofore participated in the elections. Your committee 
was of the opinion that such limitation of the franchise was not advisable, 
and has therefore provided that those who have voted may continue in the 
exercise of the privilege for 10 years, at the end of which time they will be 
brought under the operation of the general provisions. It is thought that 
within the next 10 years those for whom the exception is made will be able 
to qualify under one of the alternative conditions of voting." 

Internationalism Live, Vital Force 

MEDIATION by an international commission of the border difficulties 
with Mexico, now in process, means the postponement of war with Mexico 
for months if not indefinitely. But it also means more: 

It means that internationalism is a live, vital force, and that the labor 
unions of Mexico and of the United States have succeeded in convincing their 
respective governments that the workers of two different countries have no 
quarrel with each other and do not lust for each other's blood. 

When the unwritten diplomatic history of the last few weeks shall be 
written, the name of a certain obscure American Socialist will stand out 
among the rest. It was this man who succeeded in bringing the American 
Federation of Labor and the Mexican laborers' organizations into common 
conference — a conference which had its immediate effect upon both President 
Wilson and President Carranza. 

The workingmen of the United States should take heart and redouble 
their pacifist activities. They have already helped to save the country from 
a costly and unnecessary war of conquest fomented by the great exploiting 
property-holding interests of Wall Street. That which they have done once 
they can do again. They have made their voice felt in the White House, in 
the State Department, and in the deliberative halls of Congress. 

There is war in the east, but there is peace in the west, and inter- 
nationalism, not "patriotism" is to be praised for it. 

Rich Dodge Income Tax 

THAT the income tax, supposed to secure revenue for the government 
from the rich, in reality gets it from the poor is the substance of official 
information on file with Treasury officials. Under this process, the law is a 
fake, pure and simple. 

This is the way this neat little game of passing the buck to the working- 
man is played: 

Certain corporations, whose names are known to the Government, are 
making agreements with buyers of stocks and bonds to pay the income tax 
assessed on the owners. The corporations pass on this expense to the public, 
so that the wealthy coupon-clippers or dividend-holders escape scott free. 
It is a cinch. 

Thanks to this practice, the mere average wage-earner who receives a 
dollar or two or maybe three a day for his toil, pays the income tax of his 
rich fellow citizen every time he buys an article of food, clothes, tools, 
machinery, and so on. 

The cards are stacked against the poor man. Can he ever beat the game ? 

Big Graft Under Militarism 

SIDE GRAFT and perquisites amounting to hundreds of thousands of 
dollars are handed out every year by Uncle Sam to the brave officers who run 
his Army and Navy and who in addition, receive liberal retirement pensions. 
The details of this side graft are rarely exposed to public view, but they are 
matters of official record. 

For example, the commandant of the Portsmouth, N. H., navy yard is 
down on the list as receiving a salary of $5,000 a year. The truth is that he 
receives many times this sum. He is "allowed" over $200 a year for heat and 
light for his furnished quarters. He is allowed another couple of a hundred 
for his kitchen and dining room wear and tear. He is allowed over $700 a 
year for repairs, and $2,200 for carriages and horses. Then there is $600 for 
the care of the grounds, and $2,200 for servants. The grand total for this 
$5,000 captain is $10,313 per annum. 

Is it any wonder that rich men and the well-to-do classes shout for 
adequate preparedness when there are fat jobs like these? 

The commandant of the New York Navy yard is supposed to receive a 
salary of $8,000 a year. In fact, however, he receives $17,000 a year. The 
commandant of the Pearl Harbor yard gets nearly $10,000, and the com- 
mandant of the Newport yard gets $17,000. 

The grand total paid out every twelve months by the United States In 
salaries to officers and men is $29,000,000 more than is paid In Germany, 
whose military system is admittedly the most efficient in the world. 

Some Democratic "Good Politics'' 

If the Senate backs up the action of the House, the antiquated federal 
workmen's compensation will be amended before the close of the present 
session. The Kern-McGillicuddy bill, which passed the other day, has been 
kicked around in Congress practically since 1910. It gives two-thirds pay 
for life to federal employes totally incapacitated, and less liberal pay to those 
not so badly injured. ... ...... ... 

It will be good politics for the Democrats to pass this bill before election, 
and they know it and are trying to do so. 



That t he work of the Intel collegia^ 

Socialist Society has this year far 
outstripped in value and influence 
that of any previous season, is the 
assertion of Dr. Harry W. Laidler, 
its organizing secretary, in his report 
of the season's work just issued. 
The report declares that the society 
has conducted more extensive trips 
than ever before among the institu- 
tions of higher learning, East and 
West. From November to April, in- 
clusive, Rose Pastor Stokes, John 
Spargo and Harry W. Laidler visited 
120 colleges, addressed over 30,000 
students, spoke before 22 entire col- 
lege bodies and lectured in 80 econ- 
omics and other classes. Dozens of 
other lectures were arranged by the 
various college chapters. Many col- 
leges never before reached have come 
within the I. S. S. fold during the last 
year, including the Universities of 
Iowa, North and South Carolina, Vir- 
ginia and Nevada, Trinity, Dart- 
mouth, Berkeley, Divinity, Rutgers, 
John Hopkins, Beloit, Grinnell, Iowa 
State, Simpson, Reed, Washington 
and Lee, Emory and Hepry, Ran- 
dolph, Macon and East and Middle 
Tennessee Normal Schools. There are 
at present 70 undergraduate and 16 
alumni chapters of the Society. Vas- 
sar has the largest dues paying mem- 
bership. 

Rolling Green, N. D., has found a 

place on the map by holding one of 
the most unique elections ever held 
anywhere in the country. Three So- 
cialist nominess for School Council 
were elected without opposition.. The 
Republicans refused to vote because 
they knew they were hopelessly de- 
feated and the lone Democrat in the 
township also kept mum. 

Adolph de Geyter, who composed 
the famous labor song, "The Inter- 
national," died at Lille a few days 
ago. De Geyter was one of the oldest 
Socialist party members in France. 
He was a metal worker by trade. 



Eighty delegates attended the third 

convention of the South Slavic So- 
cialist Federation just held in Chi- 
cago. The secretary's report showed 
105 active locals with a membership 
of 2,112. The federation is planning 
to send out numerous speakers during 
the presidential - cam paign. 



IN THE WORLD OF LABOR. 



By Max 8. Hayee. 



THE ANNUAL wail comes from 
the Western wheat fields that 
there is an unusual scarcity of 
labor, and fabulous wages are alleged 
to be offered to attract men, but with 
unsatisfactory results. It is probably 
true that more difficulty is experien- 
ced to secure harvest hands than in 
former years, but that fact is not 
altogether due to the dearth of labor, 
but rather to the swindling methods 
that have been practiced heretofore, 
when men were lured into the harvest 
fields by glittering promises only to 
find that their "fabulous wages" were 
cut in half and in some places 
amounted to bed and board, while at 
a number of points the men, upon ?e~ 
fusing to work for noth:ng> were 
driven out of town at the point of 
guns in the hands of rascally farmers. 
City workers would be fools to go 
into the harvest fields year after year 
and be treated no better than dogs. 
At best it is expensive to travel ihc 
long distance from large cities to the 
wheat sections and hard labor when 
tlio men get there and harvesting is 
over in a few weeks. 



THE MEXICAN trade unionists 
now in this country to acquaint 
the working people with the true 
conditions that exist south of 
the Rio Grande declare that war 
between the two republics would pre- 
vent the inauguration of the human- 
itarian reforms planned by Carranza 
and his adivsors and would prove a 
disastrous blow to the toilers of 
Mexico for many years to come. 
Several of the union officials suggest 
that the United States government 



send a punitive expedition into Wall 
Street to capture Villa's partners. It 
is these "interests" that are traitors 
to both countries, having produced 
the money to bribe Villa and other 
military leaders to betray Mexico and 
then furnished them with the guns 
and ammunition with which to kill 
Americans. The poor, unsophisticated 
Mexicans little know the power that 
the "interests" wield in our govern- 
mental nffairs and how hard it is to 
convice them in the courts. The al- 
mighty dollar is the god that mon- 
opolizes the worship of our ruling 
class. 

* * * * 

THE LIQUOR question is to be 
settled in the next State election of 
New South Wales by nationalizing 
the industry, the Labor party, which 
is in control of the governing machin- 
ery, having decided to call for a 
referendum on that issue. The same 
move is likely to be made in several 
other Australian States. 

* * * * 

THE IRISH Trade Union Congress 
did not meet in Dublin last month, 
as per schedule, for the very impor- 
tant reason that Secretary P. T. Daly 
has been locked up by the British 
government, as have been the union 
documents in his control. It is not 
known when the I. T. U. C. will meet. 
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The Oakland (Cal.) Labor World 

complains that the religious herring, 
is being dragged across tht. political 
trail in that city for a fare you well. 
The old party politicians seem to be 
thru saving the country as Reps and 
Dems for the time being at least and 
are now juggling for the labor vote 
by trotting out Knights of Columbus 
and Knights of Luther tickets. The 
World advises that the scheme to drag 
religion into politics be smashed by 
voting the Socialist ticket. 
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KIRKPATRIOK'S 
16-INCH SHOTS 
AT CAPITALISM 



George R. Itirkpatrick, Socialist 
candidate for vice-president, opened 
the fall campaign in Milwaukee at 
the annual Socialist picnic. The Mil- 
waukee Socialists have re-nominated 
Victor L. Berger and Winfleld R. Gay- 
lord for congress and are planning to 
put up their usual whirlwind cam- 
paign. Some of Kirkpatrick's 16-inch 
shots at capitalism fired at the Mil- 
waukee Socialist picnic were as fol- 
lows: 

These are the most disgraceful 
days in the history of mankind. 

War is the logical fruit of the 
capitalist system. 

Society is conducted for the 
special benefit of part of society. 

Socialists have the biggest mes- 
sage on earth. 

It is only a question of time 
until the capitalist system will be 
outgrown. 

When the war will end the 
United States will be plunged in- 
to panic. 

The promoters of preparedness 
are not sincere. 

Few preparedness promoters 
talk of mines. They cost too 
little. They want Buper-dread- 
naughts. 

Everybody ought to work: 
everybody ought to be permitted 
to work; any society that denies 
the privilege of working is rot- 
ten: any society that is rotten 
ought to be reorganized, even if 
it takes a revolution. 

Keep capitalism and you will 
keep the causes of war. 

The war in Europe may yet 
end by revolutions taking place 
behind the lines. 

In Milwaukee the Socialists 
put new meaning into the word 
politics. 

With the old parties it is capital- 
ism first and humanity next. A vote 
for Benson and Kirkpatrick is a vote 
for "humanity first" and a protest 
against the continuance of capitalism. 

It's more important for a worker 
to vote for the Socialist party, even 
tho it should fail to elect Benson, 
than to vote for Wilson or Hughes 
and win with either of them — because 
to win with them means to win a 
bubble. 

Lots of the fellows who tell you 
that "there ain't a goin' to be no in- 
centive under socialism" haven't had 
incentive enough to think out a new 
thought for themselves for a great 
many years back. 

If the people were to be given a 
voice on the question of whether 
wars should be declared — we would 
do our THINKING BEFORE, not 
AFTER a war is declared. Not much 
theory about that is there? 
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Great Battles of Byegone Days 



This issue of The American Socialist bears the date (July 29, 1916) 
of the fifteenth anniversary of the founding of the Socialist Party. 
The Socialist Party, organized at the unity convention held at Indiana- 
polis, Ind., July 29, 1901, is now 15 years old, healthy, strong and 
growing. It is fitting at this time that we should review, "The Story of 
Byegone Days" and then plunge on to the work of the future. The 
accompanying article by William Morris Peigenbaum should therefore be 
of considerable interest to Socialists and non-Socialists alike. 
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War — that is the platform of 
1916. We are proud of the ticket. 
We are proud of the platform. 
We will fight for our Party, and 
we will fight against war with 
all the energy, all the enthusi- 
asm, all the passion that the 
past has seen in numbers of 
other fights. And to that will be 
added the stern resolve that as 
the Madmen's War is a crime 
against the human race, as it 
revolts us, so will we harness 
our passion, our hatred, our 
passionate desire to do some- 
thing against it by greater work 
than this country has ever seen 
in any Cause. 

For the issue is The Masses 
versus Capitalism; the issue is 
the overthrow of Capitalism, 
the issue that has been fought 
a thousand times in all coun- 
tries and that will not down un- 
til oppression and tyranny is 
gone forever. With the livid, 
throbbing scars of this Lunatics' 
War seared across the memory 
of mankind, however, the joy- 
ous fights of the past will be 
made sterner, more bitter — and 
it is well. 

* * * * 

SOCIALIST fights against 
Capitalism are no novelty in this 
country. Before the Civil war 
there were Socialists and Social- 
ist propaganda in the United 
States. The earliest of the semi- 
scientific Utopians, Wilhelm 
Weitling, took up his abode here 
and died in New York. The first 
Red International, the organiza- 
tion that was born in 1864, had 
branches here, and when it was 
desired to kill it to save it from 
the Anarchist invaders, Karl 
Marx sent its general offices to 
New York there to die of innocu- 
ous desuetude. 

The revolts of 1848 and their 
failure sent many thousands of 
German Socialists to this coun- 
try, who organized into Turn- 
vereine; indeed, with Brook 
Farm and Brisbane — the father 
of the Arthur Brisbane who has 
sold his pen and his brilliance to 
the unspeakable Hearst — and 
Horace Greeley, there was plen- 
ty of American Socialism. But 
the German Socialists enlisted 
in the Civil War almost to a 
man, seeing in it a fight against 
human slavery, and those that 



were not killed, entered Re- 
publican Politics, like Carl Schurz, 
and forgot their revolutionary her- 
itage. 

In 1877, the "Socialistic" Labor 
Party was born. It went into politics, 
and once it elected a large number 
of members of the Illinois Legis- 
lature. It carried on a great agita- 
tion, and under its general secretary, 
Philip Van Patten great work was 
carried on in plowing up the field for 
later reaping. But no independent 

fiolitical action was undertaken for a 
ong time. It was the usual thing for 
the local Socialist organizations to 
tie up with Greenbackers, with Far- 
mers' Alliances, and then to keep out 
of politics altogether if disgusted at 
their errors. 

• * * * 

IT WAS about 1886 that a number 
of things occurred that drove the 
Party into the political course that 
it is running now. In that year, there 
was a fight for Mayor of New York, 
and Abram S. Hewitt, a sanctimoni- 
ous business man, was used as a tool 
by the crookedest Tammany rint? 
that even that gang ever sported. 
The Republicans nominated for 
Mayor a youthful mouther of mean 
ingless platitudes, the twenty-eight 
year old son of a former collector of 
the Port, one Theodore Roosevelt. 
And a number of organizations 
nominated Henry George, the Father 
of the Single Tax. The Socialists 
entered the George movement with a 
vim, and contributed not the least of 
the enthusiasm, the energy and tho 
hard work of that campaign. Georgo 
was elected, and robbed by the most 
open frauds that even Tammany ever 
indulged in. Roosevelt was a very 
bad third in the race. Reactionary 
Senator O'Gorman had his first lesson 
in politics as a worker for George in 
that fight; he soon got after his 
early "radicalism", however. 

After election, the Socialists were 
active in the fusion organizations un- 
til it broke down by sheer weight of 
the differences that separated the 
groups. It was a failure extra- 
ordinary, and it taught the Com- 
rades, who included such men as 
Daniel De Leon and Lucien Sanial, 
that co-operation with non-Socialist 
groups was not feasible. 

* * * * 

THEN came Haymarket in Chicago, 
and the Anarchist elements in the 
movement made it plain that there 
was no mesalliance possible between 
Socialism and Anarchism. 

In 1888, there were cast the first 
votes for a national Socialist ticket. 
No candidates were named, but 2,068 
voters cast ballots for Socialism and 
for the overthrow of Capitalism. That 
is the birth of the political movement 
that counts a million votes today. 

In the year 1892, there was the 
first Socialist Presidential ticket, 
Wing and Matchett. Simon Wing was 
an elderly gent with patriarchal 
whiskers who died in 1910 at the age 
of about 87. He was a noted inventor, 
the man who is responsible for the 
panorama camera. He was not a real 
Socialist at all, having joined the 
Socialist Labor Party thinking that 
it was a radical and temperance 
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movement. He had not the slightest 
conception of the meanings of things, 
but when a little national "conven- 
tion" of about thirty men met, it was 
found that he was the only man in 
the gathering eligible for President, 
being the only American born man of 
thirty-five or over. His delight at the 
nomination was so great that he was 
willing to swallow his disappoint- 
ment at the Socialist theories and 
philosophy and his name stood. Later 
that fine old veteran, Charles H. 
Matchett, a veteran in the movement, 
hard working and devoted to our 
Cause, and a keen student of Social' 
ism, was added as candidate for Vice- 
President. Matchett knew his Social- 
ism, and he was under no illusions 
when he joined the ranks. 

It was an ill assorted ticket, but 
it stood, and it was the first national 
Socialist ticket in America; , 21,164 
voters cast their lot with Social Re- 
volution in that year. Twenty-one 
thousand men dared to call "present" 
when the roll was called of those 
who were for the overthrow of cap- 
italism. 

» » » • 

AND THAT was the year of 
Populism. In 1892, the People's Par- 
ty, which was a genuine revolt at 
Capitalist control of the old parties, 
nominated General Weaver. With a 
program that was practically the 
whole of the immediate program of 
Socialism, together with .about half 
of the philosophy of our movement, 
the party polled 1,041,028 votes, and 
elected 22 electors. Many of our 
noted Comrades first learned their 
socialism in the Populist party, and 
in many places there was fusion with 
that organization. Victor Berger, 
Fred Heath, C. B. Hoffman and many 
other Socialist pioneers were mem- 
bers of the Populist party. 

In 1894, the great Pullman strike 
was waged, led by 'Gene Debs. Debs 
landed in jail and he came out a So- 
cialist, taught by Victor Berger. In 
1896, the Populist Party was still the 
hope of many Socialists, and a large 
section of that party was for Debs 
for President. Indeed, Berger tells 
the story of how the nomination of 
Debs was only prevented by the trick 
of turning off the lights in the con- 
vention hall, and the nomination of 
Bryan the next day before the Debs 
boomers could get together. Even at 
that, our 'Gene received a few votes 
for President in that convention. He 
supported Bryan, however, and voted 
for the Commoner and the unspeak- 
able Tom Watson, who was the 
nominee for President on the ticket 
of the fragment of the once promis- 
ing Populist party. That was the very 
end of Socialist support of any but 

straight out Socialist party tickets. 

* * * * 

THE Socialist Labor Party was 
growing apace — but very slowly. The 
progress of the movement was 
scarcely perceptible in the labor 
movement, the only incidents of note 
being the bitter struggle with the 
A. F. of L., led by De Leon and 
Sanial, leading to the organization of 
the dual S. T. & L. A. of which 
Ernest Bohm, now secretary of the 
New York Central Federated Union 
was executive head, The party never 
made any headway in the regularly 
organized American unions. 

In 1895, Matthew Maguire was 
elected alderman in Paterson, an 
event of such tremendous importance 
that when a national convention came 
around in 1896, he was the logical 
choice for a place on the national 
ticket. Good old Charles H. Matchett 
was candidate for President and 
Maguire was the choice for Vice- 
President. It was a good ticket, and 
a good campaign was waged — but 
there was nothing back of the party 
to enable it to make a genuine fight. 
But the result was encouraging 
enough; the vote was 36,000 and in 
New York, Daniel De Leon came 
pretty close to election to Congress 
from the district that Meyer London 
now represents. 

The Party split in 1899. Debs had 
organized his Social Democracy of 
America in 1897, and a number of 
groups in the East joined with him, 
Comrades who could not endure tho 
De Leon regime and left before the 
general split. Berger and the Mil- 
waukee movement, founded years be- 
fore by Paul Grottkau, joined in a 
body, as did the rapidly growing 
Massachusetts movement, where a 
couple of mayors and three represen- 
tatives in the legislature were the 

wonders of the Socialist world. 

* * * .*, 

IN January 1900 a convention was 
held at Rochester to unite all the So- 
cialist Labor Party factions. It was 
a notable convention.' Only the 
De Leon group refused to join. 
Among the notable delegates were 
Job Harriman, Max Hayes, Charlotte 



Perkins Gilman, Morris Hillquit, 
Benjamin Feigenbaum, Julius Ger- 
ber, Martha Moore Avery (note 
well!), N. I. Stone, and many others. 
It was a historic gathering. After 
deliberating long and earnestly, the 
convention nominated Job Harriman 
for President and Max Hayes for 
Vice President. 

Meanwhile, the Social Democracy 
had accepted an invitation to co- 
operate, and a committee improvised 
a skeleton of a party called "The 
Social Democratic Party"; the ticket 
was Debs for President and Harri- 
man for Vice-President. Like the 
good loyal Comrade that he always 
was, Max Hayes stood aside and sup- 
ported the ticket for the sake of 
harmony. 

It was a great fight. Debs toured 
the country and taught the older 
sections of the Party to love him 
with the love they now bear for him. 
Harriman also carried the banner 
aloft, and in the various states. State 
fights were waged. The vote was a 
revelation, and filled the comrades 
with joy; 97,730 votes were polled, 
in addition to the 39,739 votes that 
the S. L. P. irreconcilables held to 
their own party. The New York vote 
was 12,000; two states polled 9,700 
each, and the rest of the vote was 
spread out thin over the whole coun- 
try. Oklahoma, with its 65,000 to- 
day had but 815 votes. 

* * * * 

THE UNITY Convention was held 
in July 1901, and there was formed 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF 
AMERICA, the party that is fifteen 
years old, the party that will carry 
the fight to the end, the party that 
we all love I Only the De Leonites 
again refused to come in. 

From 1901 to 1904 it was a period 
of organization. The elections of 1902 
showed a stirring increase, and the 
comrades were in splendid shape for 
the great fight of 1904. It was a 
great convention that nominated 
Debs and the ever beloved Ben Han- 
ford. The Chicago Socialist got out 
a daily edition during the course of 
the convention, the first English daily 
newspaper in America, albeit it last- 
ed but a week. 

The issue in the country was Roose- 
velt versus Parker. Both men stood 
for the same thing; both were the 
blackest reactionaries; and Debs and 
Hanf ord swept thru the country from 
coast to coast, and back again, in 
what was virtually a triumphal pro- 
cession. The greatest meeting of all 
was in Carnegie Hall, New York 
when Debs, Hermann Greulich, of 
Switzerland, Emile Vandervelde, of 
Belgium, George D. Herron, and John 
C. Chase, were the speakers at a 
rally that swept thousands off their 
feet. The result was a four-fold in- 
crease in the Socialist vote that made 
the Socialists wild with jubilation. 
Chicago gave something like 50,000 
for Debs, "about the worst form of 
advertisement that the city could 
have secured", said one of the Chi- 
cago newspapers. The first election 
returns reported the election of Ber- 
ger to Congress. The total was some- 
thing like 402,283, and the S. L. P. 
fell to 31,249. The vote was a baptism 
of fire for American Socialism and it 

gave the Party the start it needed. 

* *• * • 

IN 1908, there was the most pas- 
sionate interest in Socialism that this 
country has ever seen; the fight of 
Bryan and Taft was really a sham 
fight and a number of new organiza- 
tions, the Christion Socialist Fellow- 
ship, the Intercollegiate Socialist So- 
ciety, the two dailies, in Chicago and 
New York; the Red Special, and a 
thousand other things kept the coun- 
try in a turmoil over Socialism. Debs 
and Hanford, the candidates, were 
interviewed time and again; their 
pictures penetrated where they had 
never been seen before, and the So- 
cialists were confident of a great 
gain. 

But we did not take one fact into 
consideration; Capitalism wanted 
Taft and wanted him badly. There 
was a crisis and millions were out 
of work. Capitalism said that men 
who voted for Taft would bask in 
the effulgeance of the pleasure of the 
Most High; those who refused to 
vote for Taft would lose their jobs. 
The result was a practically station- 
ary vote, the total being 420,793 and 
the S. L. P. vote being 13,825. 

In 1912, the beginning of the fight 
was most inauspicious, but the re- 
sults are well known to all. At first, 
no one cared to hear of anything but 
of the quest for delegates between 
Taft and Roosevelt; then when tho 
steam roller had passed over the 
prostrate form of Colonel Crazy 
Horse, there was the wildest interest 
in Wilson against Clark. And then 
Roosevelt broke loose with his sud- 
den discovery of the Ten Command- 



ments, of the Suffrage Movement, of 
the immediate demands of Socialism, 
and of his own life long role as a re 
former. 

Some people were fooled. We were 
afraid that many of the comrades 
would be taken in. Possible some 
hundreds of thousands voted for 
Roosevelt who otherwise would have 
cast their ballots for the immediate 
demands of Socialism, swallowing 
Socialism whole the while. But So 
cialism stood solid as a rock. The 
vote was as brilliant an increase as 
1904 had been. Debs and Seidel had 
made a great fight, and the Red Spe- 
cial was duplicated in effect over and 
over again. 

* * * * 

THE VOTE of 901,873, with the 
29,259 for the S. L. P. was for So- 
cialism, pure and simple; not for a 
"good" man; not for social reform. 
And the comrades had won a great 
and lasting victory. 

And now we come to 1916. The 
issues are Capitalism and war as 
against the masses of the people who 
do not want war, and who must be 
taught to hate Capitalism. We have 
a great ticket, and we will make ouch 
a fight as will make the country ring 
with our message. For when the 
votes are counted, we must make it 
plain that the people are against the 
insolent plans of the masters. 
Up, Comrades, and at them! 



It's not the province of the So- 
cialist Party to give a diagram of 
the future state of society. We can 
leave it to the good judgment of the 
workers to arrange for the minor de- 
tails, after they have decided that we 
shall have democracy in industry as 
weU as iEh politics. ^ 



CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES. 
Contributions on the big $100,- 
000 campaign fund are beginning 
to roll in. 

* * * * 

The National Office has been 
asked to send a strong represen- 
tative into the Debs district . to 
help win the victory there. We 

shall respond, be assured. 

* * * * 

Presidential Candidate Allan 
L. Benson writes that the first 
two-page leaflet will be written 
at the first possible opportunity. 
Locals should get their orders in 
quick. 

* * * * 

A rousing, record-breaking 
meeting was held in Milwaukee 
last Sunday with Vice-Presiden- 
tial Candidate Geo. R. Kirk- 
patrick as the big feature. 
Enormous crowds surged thru 
the parks and the spirit every- 
where indicates victory in Mil- 
waukee this fall. 

* * * * 

Money makes the campaign go. 
Send in your contribution at once. 
Every member and friend should 
pay at least one day's wages to 

the national fund. 

* * * * 

Nevada looks good for this 
fall. Grant Miller, the Socialist 
candidate for United States 
Senator, was in the National Of- 
fice the other day. He is making 
arrangements for a whirlwind 
campaign in that state. The Na- 
tional Office is co-operating in 
the matter of arranging for 

speakers and otherwise. 

* * * * 

An interesting interview on the 
Socialist opportunity in Nevada 
secured by Max Sherover from 
Eugene V. Debs will be published 
in an early issue of The American 
Socialist. 

* * * » 

A $200,000 slush fund is being 
raised by the plutes in Minnea- 
polis in a desperate effort to pre- 
vent the Socialists from carrying 
the city this fall. Evidently there 
is something doing up that way. 



In times 
peace. 



of war prepare for 



"Matters political are just begin- 
ning to warm up out this way after 
quite a protracted sleep", writes N. 
A. Richardson, of San Bernardino, 
Cal. "We'll be in the race when the 
gong sounds and in pretty good 
trim". Local Socialists predict Com- 
— J ~ tj;^v,„ election to the 



rade Richardson's 
state legislature 



A vote for either Wilson or Hughes 
is a vote for the social system that 
spells "hell". A vote for Benson is 
not a promise of heaven, it's a sure 
way leading out of "hell". 



Socialist politics is in a class b 3 ! 
itself, because its goal is not merely 
to swap one set of office holders for 
another, but to aid in the fight t loyr 
social and industrial advancement. 




I have helped thousands 
of other men to attain suc- 
cess, and I will do it for you. 
If you are plodding along 
in a dull rut, if you are un- 
derpaid, if you are gnash- 
ing your teeth with an unful- 
filled ambition to get ahead, to 
do thlngm, to be somebody, I can 
•urely and absolutely show you the 

way out, as thousands of others will gladly testify I have 
done for them. Will you put your 
case in my hands? Will you let me 



_ ... . . y 

help you? I man positively help you 
to bigger, better things— to be the 
successful man you want to be. It 
costs nothing to read and learn for 
yourself. Do it— for your own sake. 

LAW 



\J Pre 
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President 

American Correepondenee School of Law 

is Your Big 
Opportunity 



The successful man is the legally trained man. I will help you because I will 

train you to go out and fight life's battles. I will bring a legal training to you 

—at your home— by mail— for a few cents a day. Think of itl 

of Commerce, forged ahead as a business man be- 
cause he. knew law. President Wilson, whose 



A few cents a day! What possibilities loom up 
before you! Man, man, do you realize what this 
means to you? A legal education means capital. 
It is the very foundation of success. The legally 
trained man wins. In business— in politics— in 
society he is the leader. Nothing trains a man to 
think so quickly— to reason so logically, to be sys- 
tematic, forceful and dominant— as the law. 

Judge Gary, head of the U. S. Steel Corporation, 
is an example of legal training in business. Joseph 
H. Defrees, President of the Chicago Association 



concise, logical method of thinking and talking 
has won the world's applause, trained his mind by 
the reading of law. Abraham Lincoln rose to un- 
dying fame from the study of law— at home, alone. 

You, too, can rise to a position of power and 
prestige. You can become a leader in your chosen 
field. A legal training is the strongest preparation 
for business success, and it is the eroadest, short*, 
est road to fame and fortune. 



I Now Personally Offer You the Greatest 
Educational Opportunity Ever Conceived 

I have personally planned a way to make a thorough legal education possible for every man who 
will write me or send me the coupon below. Do not make any plans for your future until you know 



all about this new, remarkable special offer. 

No other institution ever offered yon, ever could offer 
you, the wonderful opportunty toeommencelmmodlately 
to get ahead, that I offer to you, so send the coupon now 
—today, before it it too late. 

This is a strictly limited offer, and may be withdrawn 
at any moment, bo send the coupon today. 

The American Correspondence School of Law was es- 
tablished in 1886, and is the oldest, largest and strongest 
Hume Study Law School in the World. Thousands of suc- 
cessful man got their Start from this school. You can as 



surely get your start— but more than that, by my personsl 
offer, I will make it so easy for you that you cannot afford 
to let the chance slip. Decide now to learn Law. Our 
complete Home Study Law Course is not abbreviated or 
condensed. It is thorough and complete. Known aa the 
Nation's Famous Home Study Law Course. It is written 
so you can understand it. No apeolal eduoatlon re- 
quired. Our system combines the Text Book, Case and 
Lecture methods of instruction same aa the big resident 
universities. 




This Magnificent Law Library 
With Every Course 

Twelve massive volumes— 8000 pages— standard tew 



Send the Coupon — Get This Offer 

Vow before It's too lata, taor off tho coupon and mall It far fu I 
particulars, Bent free. When you know Law, there will be aa lim * 
to your ebanceg for advancement. Mo matter who 70a are, or 
what your occupation or prevlou* education may be, you can now 
learn law quickly and easily at home during- your spare time, Ton 
(bile you leant. You can win 8ucc«a. Power and 
oueanbeconi " ■ 

=. ... ™- easy. Rise 1 

do Hand I will help yon. 

Inveatitratet Get the i 
anyone it yon creep your 
in the coupon and mail it ' 

" * .... TiYe^witn, 

•HowtoI,.,_.. _ . 

the wonderful opportunities thai come to the tee»11y.tralae<j man. 
Send^ no money— everything free. Juat send tho coupes to me 

HnransiBi! ~~ " 




aathoritatiTe court caiee anddeciaiona and carefully ^ ~ FREE, withoo 
prepared especially for borne etadr, aa totereitioa ^ Is Leara Law. ' 
aa they are toetroetive. you nave the greatest legal _ 
talent la the country to Jnlnjroe. Our Faculty and ■ 
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ions Must Hear Spoken Word Of Sociali 

100 Speakers Ready To G o Out For National Campaign — Must Arrange Meetings! 

■■f HERE NEVER was a time when the American people were so favorably inclined and so willing to listen to 
Socialism and consider its demands as now. There are millions of people in these United States who will 
be not only willing but eager to hear about Socialism this fall. The Socialist Party must give them the chance. 
Now, if ever, we must send out our speakers. Our message must be heard! 



The spoken word still thrills the human heart, still stirs the human 
mind. Millions will read our literature, but the written word must be supple- 
mented by the spoken word, — the living presence of those who bear our 
message to the multitudes. 

Our standard bearers, Comrades Benson and Kirkpatrick, will be in the 
field soon. Vast audiences will greet them. Every day from now on the 
voices of our candidates will be heard by multitudes of people. 

But, there are other multitudes whom our candidates cannot reach. 
Not one-hundreth part of the people who are anxious and eager to hear the 
message of Socialism will be able to attend the meetings where Benson and 
Kirkpatrick speak. This is a vast country and its teeming millions are hard 
to reach. Therefore, we must call every possible speaker to the colors. 

And here they are — scores of our veteran campaigners — comrades who 



have endured the hardships of earlier days, who have toured the natidn 
again and again, who have never failed you — here they are ready and eager 
again to take up the battle— ^ready again to pack their grips, endure the 
hardships of travel and the weariness of the toil involved. Eager and 
anxious to go. They ask only a chance to serve^-a place where they can 
help. The Socialist Party must put forth the messengers, the speakers, 
organizers, campaigners. And we must act at once. The summer is already 
half gone. The fall is right upon us. We must arrange our meetings at once. 

Comrades of the great, irresistible cause of humanity, — now, if 
ever, we must speak to the people. 

And to you who read these lines — this is a message straight to you. 
It is YOUR part we emphasize. If you are a lone Socialist in your district 
you still can arrange a meeting. We believe there is not a community in 
the United States where the peonje if rightly approached will not be glad 



to hear at least one good Socialist speaker this fall — and they will help you 
pay for it, too. 

Try it! Have faith in your cause, Comrade! Arrange a meeting and 
send to the National Office for a speaker and suggestions. 

If you are a member or an official in the organization of the Party, 
all the more you can help. No matter how dead or discouraged others may 
be, do your part. Others will arouse themselves and take hold if someone 
starts the ball rolling. Start things yourself. And if no one helps do it 
alone. 

And to all Socialists, members and officials in the Party and members 
of the rank and file of the organization, and to those who are friends of the 
cause, — we ask you to read the details for the campaign as published on 
this page and then to do your utmost to arrange the meetings for our 
speakers. 




ISED TERMS 

FOR PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE- PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 

The following are the new terms under which either comrade Allan L. 
Benson or George R. Kirkpatrick may be secured for a campaign meeting. 

Kirkpatrick is available Right Now. Benson starts out September First. 
These new terms make it possible for almost every Local to apply for a date. 



Class "A" Contract. 

For Cities below 100,000 population. 

1. FLAT RATE BASIS. Terms: $50.00, 
payable in two installments of $25.00 each. 
$25.00 to be sent with application and the 
remaining $25.00 to be paid to the speaker 
on night of meeting. 

2. SUBSCRIPTION BASIS. Terms: 
$100.00. This entitles you to 400 six-months 
sub cards to The American Socialist. On 
all sub cards sold in excess of the 400, your 
local receives 40 per cent commission. The 
contract is payable as follows: $25.00 to be 
sont with application, $25.00 when date is 
e.et, or ten days before meeting, and the 
"balance of $50.00 to be paid to speaker on 
night of meeting. 

Class "B" Contract. 

For Cities over 100,000 and under 500,000. 

1. FLAT RATE BASIS. Terms: $80.00, 
payable as follows: $25.00 with application, 
$10.00 when date is set, $15.00 ten days be- 
fore the meeting, and the remaining $30.00 
to speaker on night of meeting. 

2. SUBSCRIPTION BASIS. Terms: 
$160.00. This entitles you to 640 sub cards 
to The American Socialist, which sell at 25 
cents. On all cards sold in excess of the 
640, your local gets 40 per cent commission. 
This contract is payable as follows: $25.00 
with application, $25.00 when date of meet- 
ing is set, $25.00 ton days before the meet- 
ing, and $85.00 to the speaker on night of 
meeting. 

Class "C" Contract. 
For Cities of 500,000 and over. 

1. FLAT RATE BASIS. Terms: $100.00, 
payable $25.00 with application, $25.00 
when date is set, and $50.00 to speaker on 
night of meeting. 



2. SUBSCRIPTION BASIS. Terms: 
$200.00. This entitles you to 800 American 
Socialist sub cards good for six months. 
On all cards sold in excess of the 800, your 
local gets 40 per cent. This contract is 
payable as follows: $25.00 with application, 
$25.00 when date is set, $25.00 ten days be- 
fore meeting, $25.00 three days before 
meeting, and balance of $100.00 to speaker 
on night of meeting. 

The above terms are based on a sliding 
scale to suit the size of the local. The sub- 
scription contract is recommended strong- 
ly, because we believe it gives the local the 
best opportunity to make money, besides 
making it easier for the comrades to sell 
tickets, inasmuch as an admission includes 
a six-months' subscription to The American 
Socialist. 

Literature and Collection. 

Literature for sale at these meetings will 
be furnished by the National Office to the 
local at wholesale prices, the, profits on 
same to go to the local. The proceeds of 
the collection go to the local. 

Advertising. 

Advertising, as outlined in the general 
previous announcement in The American 
Socialist, will be furnished free of charge 
to the locals and in fair proportion to the 
terms of the contract and size of the town. 
The advertising supplied will include post- 
ers, window hangers, dodgers, lantern 
slides, and press notices. 

If you have already sent in your deposit 
and filled out the first contract sent you, 
then your deposit on same will be credited 
to your new contract on the basis of the 
terms outlined in this letter. 



Presidential Candidate's Dates Limited. 
Comrade Allan L. Benson, because of his 
desire to. invest most of his time in pro- 
viding material for a gigantic literature 
campaign, of necessity, has his time for 
speaking engagements limited. Nearly all 
of his available dates have already been 
applied for. There are just a few more 
dates left. Within a few days after this 
issue of The American Socialist reaches 
you all of Comrade's Benson's dates will 
be gone. 

The same holds true of Comrade George 
R. Kirkpatrick. There are about thirty more 
dates left for which Comrade Kirkpatrick 
can be secured. Be sure to apply for one of 
our standard bearers and do it right now. 
Tomorrow may be too late. 

Applications Close July 30. 
In order to conduct this tour as efficiently 
as possible and in order to save the cost 
of time, labor and expense of re-routing 
we find it necessary to make a time limit 
for the receiving of applications. July 30th, 
that is the end of this month, is the last 
date on which we can consider applications. 
We must get busy in arang-ing the details 
of the tour, the advertising and everything 
else that will go to help the locals pull off 
record-breaking campaign meetings. 

An Important Point. 

In applying do not fail to make the fol- 
lowing point clear. In the event of Comrade 
Benson's dates being all gone, shall we 
consider your application as applying for 
Comrade Kirkpatrick's services instead? 

Lose no time. Act at once. Mail or wire 
your application today, NOW. All applica- 
tions must be accompanied with a deposit 
of $25 so that we may put it on the posi- 
tive and final list of contracts. 



OUR STAFF OF NATIONAL CAMPAIGNERS 
THAT WILL BACK UP OUR CANDIDATES 

IN SPREADING MESSAGE OF SOCIALISM 



BELOW IS A TENTATIVE LIST OF 
OUR CAMPAIGNERS 



In addition to these we are now in com- 
munication with the following comrades 
and expect to he able to include them in 
our force: 

EUGENE V. DEBS 
FRED D. WARREN 
JOHN SPARGO 
MORRIS HILLQUIT 
WALTER THOMAS MILLS 
JOSEPH D. CANNON 
ANNA A. MALEY 
LENA MORROW LEWIS (for 
work in Alaska) 

Here are the speakers already available: 
James H. Maurer, of Pennsylvania; 
Ryan Walker, of Henry Dubb Fame, 

Every Place; 
Walter J. Millard, of Ohio: 
Janet Fenimore Korngold, of Chicago; 
L. Gutierez De Lara, of Los Angeles, 

(available for work in English and 

Spanish) ; 
Florence Wattles, of Indiana; 
Carl D. Thompson, Chicago, (Sunday 

dates only); 
Theresa S. Malkiel, of New York; 
John M. Work, of Chicago; 
James F. Carey, of Massachusetts; 
Fred Guy Strickland, of Ohio; 
W. R. Gaylord, of Milwaukee; 
Eugene Wood, of New York; 
Mrs. Griy H. Lockwood, of Michigan; 
Herbert M. Merrill, of Schenectady; 
John W. Slayton, of Pennsylvania; 



W. A. Jacobs, of Milwaukee; 
Walter Huggins, of Chicago; 
Ralph Korngold, of Chicago; 
Fred Hurst, of Rhode Island; 

H. Scott Bennett, of Australia and New 

Zealand; 
William F. Barnard, of Ohio; 
Mary L. Geffs, of Colorado; 
Ernest W. Perrin, of Arkansas; 
Bertha H. Mailly, of New York; 
Will L. Garver, of Missouri; 
J. L .Fitts, of North Carolina; 
J. W. Bennett, of Iowa; 
Charles Solomon, of New York; 
August Claessens, of New York; 

I. S. McCrillis, of Iowa; 
Clarence H. Taylor, of Maryland; 
Arthur O. Alexander, of Alberta, Canada; 
Franklin Allen, of Chicago, (for work in 

the South). 

This list will be enlarged constantly; as 
fast as we hear from additional speakers. 

In addition to the foregoing the follow- 
ing comrades are available for Saturdays 
and Sundays within a reasonable distance 
of Chicago. They will go for expenses only 
but with the privilege of selling The Amer- 
ican Socialist's sub cards at the' meetings. 

Adolph Germer 

J. Louis Engdahl 

Max Sherover 

Wm. F. Kruse 

There are numerous localities, 
owing to the limited time at our can- 
didates disposal, neither Comrade 
Benson nor Kirkpatrick will be able 
to reach. Then there arc locals who 
will want these speakers in advance 
and after the presidential candidates' 
meetings have taken place. 



Look over this list carefully, make 
your selection and send us a list of 
the speakers you prefer. We cannot 
at this time promise to give you the 
particular speaker you want, as they 
will have to be routed at a minimum 
cost of railroad fare. An effort will 
be made to divide the country into 
districts and assign a group of 
speakers to a given district. This to 
avoid jumping speakers clear across 
the country. 

State Secretaries Please Note. 

State Secretaries desiring to en- 
gage and route any of theses peakers 
direct from their office should inform 
us to that effect at once. We want 
to co-operate with the state offices 
and not send speakers into a state 
where their presence would interfere 
with the plans of the state offices. We 
want co-operation and not duplica- 
tion of effort. 

This is a big year for Socialism. It 
is our year. We want team work. 
You comrade, State Secretary, can 
help. 

For further particulars regarding 
campaign speakers apply at once to 
Speakers Bureau, 
Socialist Party, 
803 West Madison street, 
Chicago, 111. 



MAKE EVERYSQGIAUST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



IT'S EASY, COMRADES! 

There is no easier task, no more en- 
joyable work right now, Comrade 
Hustlers, than getting- readers for 
Socialist literature. Start right in by 
getting a bunch of those 15 WEEKS 
FOR 15 CENTS subs for The Amer- 
ican Socialist. Use the sub blank 
that appeared in the last two issues of 
your paper; or use a home-made sub 
blank, any piece of good letter paper 
will do; or send to The American So- 
cialist and get some of our special 
sub blanks. 

You can make a contribution to this 
work if you haven't the time to get 
subs yourself. Send in your contri- 
bution and we will send The American 
Socialist, from now until election, 
15 WEEKS, to names on our list. 

Or get your local to vote to put a 
certain number of names on The 
American Socialist's subscription list 
immediately as a starter for your 
local campaign. This is an easy, en- 
able way to fight capitalism in 
this campaign. 



"Sample copy of The American Socialist 
just received is certainly O. K.", writes Com- 
rade Harry Bray, ioral secretary of Washing- 
ton, Ind., as he orders four sub cards. "Send 
me a few more of the same issue and I shall 
try to get a list of subscribers". 

"Place these on the mailing; list as soon as 
possible, writes Comrade J. A. Challstrom, of 
Mt. Jewett, Pa., as he sends in a list of 
seven, saying, "There will be more to come 
later." 

The Tyomies Book Store (Finnish) at 
Superior, Wise, orders a bundle of 10 each 
week. 

Duncan McDonald, secretary-treasurer of 
the Illinois Mine Workers, sends in a list of 
eight. ' 

"I can't get along any longer without our 
paper", writes Comrade Mason Molloy, of 
Montana, as he subscribes and orders three 
•ub cards. 

"I am lost without our own paper", writes 
Comrade William Fctheroff, v/ho recently 
moved to Iowa from Ohio and fci got to have 
his paper follow him. 

Twenty-five sub cards go to Comrade Otto 
Vieriing, State Secretary of Missouri. 



Do you know what is the matter 
with the Dick military law, that it has 
never been enforced? It is because, 
if they do compel members of the 
state militia to enter the nation's ser- 
vice without ever having agreed to 
do it, they have knocked the "sacred 
right of contract" into smithereens, 
and that would upset "the whole cap- 
italist system. It is hard for the 
masters to keep the shackles on. 

Having led the half baked from 
Socialism into the wilderness of "pro- 
gressiveism" and lost them there, 
Roosevelt has returned to the stand- 
pat fold and is again in good standing 
with the plutes. There is more than 
one way to serve the devil. 

It is thought that by the 31st of 
July Hughes may be able to fix it up 
with the plute campaign fund givers, 
and issue his letter of acceptance ac- 
cordingly. 

Now that the allies have quit buy- 
ing munitions, many of the armament 
plants are shutting down. They will 
probably be able to force a panic even 
before election, in the hope of putting 
over their war program and graft. 

The Socialist platform does not 
consist of "personality," but of actual 
remedial measures. 



Read the Socialist platform and 
then guess how many plutes will con- 
tribute to the campaign fund of that 
party. 

You may buy an interest in the 
Socialist party with your contribution 
to the campaign fund, however small 
it may be. But the plute can't do it 
with his millions. 

A hundred thousand soldiers on 
the Mexican border at a cost of a 
million dollars a day did not capture 
Villa. But that is not what they were 
sent out to do. 



Only three months till election, but 
the issue has not yet been developed. 
Perhaps it will come just before elect- 
ion, in the form of ones and fives. 

Just think of what a magnificent 
wheat crop there might have been 
had the Republican party been in 
power. 



The Million Dime Column 




Conducted by 
MAX SHEROVER. 

Going up! 

The Dime Banks are coming in 
fast. 

Owing to the rush of important 
campaign work which requires 
immediate attention, we cannot 
publish the figures this week. 

There is a stack of over 100 
banks lying in the safe unopened, 
lack of time prevents us from 
getting at them. In next week's 
American Socialist the figures 
will be published. Watch for 
them! 

In the mean time, have you 
joined the Dime Bank Division 
yet? Come in. Do your share. 
Help fill a bank. Help the cam- 
paign along. Do something for 
Socialism! 

All contributions to this fund 
are now being divided as follows: 
twenty-five per cent each to put 
voters in the Debs' district in In- 
diana, in Nevada and in Minnea- 
polis, Minn., on the subscription 
list of The American Socialist 
and twenty-five per cent to the 
national campaign. The Dime Bri- 
gade is going to help send Debs 
to Congress, to carry Nevada and 
send Grant Miller to the U. S. 
Senate, to sweep Minenapolis, 
Minn., into the Socialist column 
and elect Thomas Van Lear, 
mayor. 



The only way out of war is into So- 
cialism. 



It cost Uncle Sam about $30,000,000 
to move the troops and threaten to 
break the railroad strike. Now, will 
the railroads come across to the 
Wilson campaign fund in recognition 
of what he did, or will they sell out 
to the Republican fund for promises 
of what they will do? 

Even the high cost of living is not 
driving many to court death by en- 
listing in the army. 

The spirit of conquest is not conr 
fined to nations. We see it manifested 
in big business and little business 
both raising the price of what they 
sell to the utmost limit. 



The binding of the workers has be- 
gun. In . New York the "bloody five" 
inaugurates conscription in times of 
peace; and in Oklahoma the registra- 
tion law disfranchises any one the 
registrar may wish to disfranchise. 

The only possible way to register 
your protest against militarism is to 
vote the Socialist ticket. 



The only way to register your be- 
lief in government ownership of 
banking and money is to vote the 
Socialist ticket. 



The only way to build good roads 
without bringing bondage to the 
people is to inaugurate the Socialist 
currency measure. 

The only way to express your sym- 
pathy with labor is to vote with the 
labor party, the Socialist party. 

The only* way to stop the plots; of 
the jingoes- and render harmless! the 
war agitation of the plute press is" to 
vote for Socialism and its policies 
that mean peace. 

The only way to bring actual 
brotherhood is to inaugurate Social- 



The only wpy to end child slavery 
is to put an end to wage slavery!* 5 

The only way to save yourself is to 
save the world from the exploiters. 

The only way to prosperity fqr all 
lies in going ithe route that Socialists 
take. 



Tag-Day For The Irish 



By MARY O'REILLY. 

Tuesday, August first, has been set 
by the city council at Chicago as Tag- 
Day for the benefit of the families of 
the Irish martyrs and war-sufferers. 
Other cities have set aside special 
days to work for the relief of the Irish 
to whom the war has brought such 
acute distress. 

Everywhere the socialists are bear- 
ing their part in the labor attendant 
upon such efforts. In Chicago we have 
had the direction and encouragement 
of our Socialist aldermen, Wm. E. 
Rodriguez and John C. Kennedy and 
the co-operation of the Chicago 
Federation of Labor. We are confi- 
dent that our comrades in other cities 
will fall in line and help, encouraging 
and suggesting Tag Days and other 
such undertakings. 

Local Dillon, Mont., Leads. 

As a call for the help of Socialists 
thruout the country the following let- 
ter speaks for itself. It is a heartfelt 
expression of real Socialist brother- 
hood which should bring an imme- 
diate response. 

Dear Comrades: Enclosed please 
find M. O. for $2 to start a fund 
to support the widow of James 
Connolly, the recent martyr of 
the working class. 

Local Dillon will send this 
amount every year as long as 
Mrs. Connolly lives or as long as 
shall be necessary to educate the 
children to be intelligent rebels 
and worthy descendants of such a 
father. 

We think that a fund of $1,000 
a year should be raised for this 
purpose and call on 500 other 
locals to respond. The fund should 
of course, be handled by the na- 
tional office. 

It is too early to speculate on 
the reason for the sacrifice of this 
noble life; but we can rest as- 
sured that Connolly was not hot- 
headed. He went to his death with 
his clear vision unobscured- by 
any false hopes of military fame 
and with the future of the work- 
ing class as his guiding star, he, 
like one of old, lay down his life 



that they might live. 

May this fund make of his 

children a living memorial of him. 
Merl D. Manning, 
Sec. Local Dillon, Montana. 

The Trish Relief Committee hereby 
tags every Cook County (Chicago) 
Socialist branch with a request to 
join Local Dillon in creating this per- 
manent fund for the wife and children 
of our comrade, James Connolly. 

Mrs. Connolly and her children 
have been denied permission to come 
to America, by the British govern- 
ment. They are being detained in Ire- 
land where it is impossible to earn a 
living under present conditions. If we 
can keep them from starvation and 
relieve their anxiety we will have 
answered the question Jim Connolly 
asked in his last letter. 

"Have we any friends in America?" 

Conditions in Ireland. 

Oppression and misrule have made 
Ireland a poor country. The report of 
the departmental committee On hous- 
ing conditions in Dublin, presented 
to the British Parliament in 1914 
shows a condition of almost unbeliev- 
able poverty: 25,822 families were re- 
ported living in tenements, 20,108 of 
these occupying one room each; 3,806 
tenements sheltering 60,253 people 
were unfit for human habitation. 

Wages of heads of families in most 
cases were reported at 15 to 20 shil- 
lings, about $4 to $5 per week. Farm 
laborers received about eight to ten 
shillings, $2 to $2.50 per week. 

Since the war began the cost of 
living is reported to have increased 
55 per cent in England. The increase 
in Ireland has been much more. Nor- 
mal industries have been suspended 
and ammunition factories have not 
been provided in Ireland to "take up 
the slack" of unemployed labor. 

Under such conditions working 
people, idealists and radicals are sure 
to be poor. The Irish revolutionists 
were all poor men and women. They 
refused to fight in a war against their 
brothers in other countries and were 
subjected to every possible economic 
pressure, the trades were locked out 
and unemployment insurance was cut 
off to all who would not enlist in Bri- 
tish regiments. 

Then came Easter week when they 
were forced to stand against a final 



LEE GOES TO EUROPE. 

Algernoon Lee, of New York 
City, has sailed for Europe to re- 
present the American Socialist 
Party at the international Socialist 
conference to be held soon at The 
Hague, Holland. Morris Hillquit, 
international secretary of the So- 
cialist Party, was unable to attend 
owing to the prominent part he is 
now taking in the cloakmakers' 
strike in New York City. 



attack. Over a thousand died and four 
thousand were imprisoned. 

I have hurriedly stated a few facts 
to show the terrible need of our Irish 
comrades. All Socialists believe that 
workers should refuse to fight each 
other at the command of their mast- 
ers, all trade unionists, all real 
Christians believed in the same great 
principle. 

When it came to the final test this 
little group of Irish Socialists and 
patriots died for their belief. Let us 
do our part to make sure that those 
they have left behind will not suffer 
too much for their hei*oism. 

* * V =5 

All who will volunteer to help 
with the work of Tag -Day please 
send names to Mary O'Reilly, 
63 W. Ontario St., Chicago. 



"Our enemies are not the other na- 
tions, the workers of other countries, 
but our own exploiters, all the weal- 
thy and ruling classes, not only in the 
boundaries of our country but also 
in all the world", declares the resolu- 
tion on militarism and war adopted 
by the recent South Slavic Conven- 
tion. It concludes: "War against war! 
War against militarism! Long live 
social-democracy! Long live the 
brotherhood of the workers of the 
world! Long live international peace!" 



An obscure paragraph in the daily 
press states that only 52 per cent of 
the members of the state militia have 
re-enlisted in the federal army. The 
workers don't seem much more eager 
to kill and be killed than do the mast- 
ers. 



1 H/>' ' or th>* oc months trial subscription to 
A"*- The New World, Lincoln Phifer's Paper* 
Magazine, tiirard, Kans. 



